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Preamble
Korea never ended the war between them. 
They are still at an armistice. Korea remains 
separated due to the agendas of other 
countries, where the Soviet Union wanted the 
Korean Peninsula to be Communist, while the 
United States responded to the invasion, 
ultimately seeking a democratic Korea. This 
checkpoint review aims to design an overall 
framework for keeping my thoughts in order 
and streamline everything I’ve researched into 
one cohesive narrative. With the synthesis of a 
variety of books, readings, and quantitative 
research, these boards translate into the 
current iteration that I am at regarding what this 
thesis proposal entails.

Question:

“How can architecture advance 
mobilization between North and South 
Korea through the social, political, and 

economic fields in order to foster a 
facilitation in the unification process 

between these two countries?”

What this proposal is NOT about:
Absorption Cultural Homogenization Colonialism
This is the most logical timeline that we might see when we look 
at the current events between the relevant parties of North Korea, 
South Korea, and the United States. It feels like North Korea is 
going to be absorbed by South Korea, and that is going to be a huge 
financial burden to South Korea on its own. This is seen with current 
North Korean defectors and refugees that are mostly living in South 
Korea. The educational facility Hanawon is where current defectors 
are sent to be educated and adjust into South Korean society.

This neutral zone between North and South Korea should be a space that allows for 
difference rather trying to create a single homogenous being in one Korea once 
reunification is achieved. Modernity is vernacular globalization, where it is less as a 
concession to large-scale national and international policies. We should understand 
that history has taken its course on establishing the differences between North and 
South Korea, and they shouldn’t be homogenized completely for a successful 
reunification process.

This is not assuming that North Korea wants to completely live like 
we do in its entirety. It should not be assumed that having a 
lifestyle in the United States or South Korea is an ideal model to 
follow. There is also the consideration for avoiding outside parties 
exploiting resources within North Korea for their own beneficial gain. 
They should be looked at as equals, rather than a subject of 
exploitation.

https://www.pbs.org/newshour/world/trump-kim-summit-raises-new-questions-over-south-korean-role https://bulawayo24.com/index-id-opinion-sc-columnist-byo-144715.htmlhttps://ray2401.wordpress.com/2017/08/09/the-5-scapes-of-global-cultural-flow/

The Effects of North Korea’s 
Closed-Off Borders
There are pros and cons to North Korea’s customs of cutting off a 
majority of communication from the outside world. They are one of 
the only countries that invest a hefty amount of resources into pre-
venting their people from leaving the country, and strongly limiting 
outside access into the country. This proposal aims to perforate 
these borders that surround North Korea on a multitude of realms.

Do North and South Korea 
even want Unification?

http://www.rebewithaclause.com/2014/03/dmz-trip-with-adventure-korea.html

South Korea also suffered from this 
border in that they lost something that 
was once a part of a whole nation. They 
weren’t the ones that put up the border, 
causing “familial trauma” for both 
parties. This proposal counters the 
subsuming of one in the other. These 
perforations serve to create a space that 
allows for differences rather than 
homogenize an entire nation.On the physical realm, the borders with China and Russia, along 

with the DMZ should be opened for inter-continental economic trade 
and travel. On the digital realm, they currently have very limited 
access to internet, or even electricity, with roughly 30% of their 
population having electricity, and less than 1% having access to the 
internet.
They also have comparatively low global trade because they are so 
closed off. This may explain their disastrously low GDP per capita 
in comparison to South Korea’s economic growth. They both were 
in tatters after the Korean War, with North Korea having more of the 
natural resources, but the centrally planned economy has not been 
working out for them ever since.

https://www.nineoclock.ro/2015/06/03/dmz-at-the-border-of-two-worlds/

The most important distinction to make is that in South Korea, there 
is a separation by age demographic between the older and the 
younger generations. A majority of the older population still have 
family or relatives that are in North Korea but were separated due to 
the Korean War. They want to connect with their family again, 
therefore unification would make that a lot easier.

https://www.economist.com/node/21670208/comments

https://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-34627189

The younger generation on the other hand are against reunification 
because they feel that the financial burden may be too much to han-
dle for South Korea. In juxtaposition with the older generation and 
their extended family in North Korea, the younger generation feels 
more alienated towards North Koreans because they don’t have that 
extended family, so there is no want to connect with anyone special 
in North Korea.

Using the Berlin Divide as a precedent, 
these statistics show that there is a 
want for the more eastern, communist 
Berlin to move into Western Berlin, while 
leading to an increase in GDP per 
capita. This quantitative analysis shows 
that there can be a mutual benefit for 
both sides in the event of a unification. 


